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from natural liberty and the common rights of men, we are
not a people; we may triumph over them but other nations
will triumph over us."
The events that were bridging over this ugly chasm in
Irish life were giving Ireland a new authority and import-
ance In her general relations to England. The volunteers
were primarily a measure of defence against invasion; they
rapidly became the most formidable of all the measures of
remonstrance against misgovernrnent, and the withholding
of Irish rights. Grattan, as a leader of a small party of
Independent men, whom the Castle could not hope to buy,
was a great moral force in politics, but the armed delibera-
tions of 50,000 volunteers who had saved their shores from
Invasion, gave to all his splendid oratory a new resonance
and an imposing strength. The English Government repre-
sented the extreme school of supremacy, and the surrender
of authority was no more congenial to North or to Hills-
borough in Ireland than in America. But the force behind
the demand was Irresistible, In 1779 North decided that
It would be dangerous to resist any longer the agitation In
Ireland for free trade, an agitation in which the volunteers
played a conspicuous part and in the course of which, In
spite of all Grattan's efforts, there was an outbreak of
violence in Dublin. Resolving to yield he resolved to yield
handsomely, and his Bills in 1779 and 1780 destroyed the
whole fabric of commercial restrictions by which Irish trade
had been so cruelly disabled. The Acts prohibiting the
Irish from exporting their woollen manufactures and their
glass were repealed, and the trade of the colonies was
thrown open to them. In 1780 the English Privy Council
accepted the Bill of the Irish Parliament for relieving the
Irish Dissenters from the Test Act and the following year
It sanctioned the Habeas Corpus Bill which the national
party had carried through the Irish Parliament.
These successes had been won by Grattan's party under
a Government at Whitehall which was constitutionally hostile,
and which used all the arts of corruption to oppose its pro-